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January 7, 2022

Dear Itasca 10 Families,

Covid remains a significant health and safety concern for our community. It has
impacted members of the Itasca community tragically. In following Itasca 10
procedures, the district has been informed of several students and staff who
tested positive for Covid over Winter Break and currently remain in quarantine.

Benson School:
● 12 students and 1 staff member

Franzen School:
● 16 students and 1 staff member

Peacock School:
● 15 students and 1 staff members

These are in addition to the 25 students and 7 staff members who were indicated
in the last parent letter on January 5th. The students and staff cases present little
exposure risk to others as most of these cases have not returned from Winter Break
The incidence of Covid locally and at the county level indicates that we need to really
support our mitigation strategies.  Please review the following:

Isolation and Quarantine
If your child has had Covid within the last 10 days, or is symptomatic, or has been
exposed to a covid positive (or covid test results pending) family member keep
them home! Your commitment to following this demonstrates respect and a
commitment to safety for our staff and other students who are not ill. Families who send
students to school with symptoms or before their health quarantine is completed are
compromising our ability to continue in-person instruction and maintain all
extracurricular activities safely.

The CDC recently issued new Isolation and Quarantine Guidance to shorten the
isolation and quarantine periods for the general public.  On January 4, 2022, the CDC
clarified that these recommendations apply to K-12 Schools and on January 6, 2022
released school specific guidance, namely Overview of COVID-19 Isolation for K-12
Schools and Overview of COVID-19 Quarantine for K-12 Schools.



• IDPH and ISBE plan to revise its existing regulations and guidance documents

regarding exclusion from P-12 Schools to align with the time periods in the CDC’s
Isolation and Quarantine guidance.

• Updated IDPH/ISBE regulations and guidance documents will be released soon.

Although we are closer to adopting the shorter quarantine guidance, we have not
enacted this guidance yet.

● We need to actually receive and review updated IDPH and ISBE guidance.
● The guidance calls for a different lunch design for students returning from

quarantine. We will need to design this and assure additional supervision with
many children out and potentially eligible for return. This is also at a time our
staffing is being impacted by Covid.

● We will need to follow up with individual families with students in quarantine prior
to their return to review their individual circumstances.

Please be patient as we continue to work through new and updated guidance. We are
hopeful that we will be making changes soon with quarantine timelines.

Northshore Screen Testing
If you haven’t already please consider signing up your child(ren) for screen testing at
your child’s school weekly on Fridays. If you would like to sign up your child(ren) please
register here. Screening is recommended by IDPH for athletes in higher risk sports
such as basketball and cheerleading. This strategy is commonly used in both collegiate
and professional sports to enhance player safety. Once again if you have a student-
athlete, I strongly encourage you to consider using this mitigation strategy.

Symptoms
We ask that you please closely monitor your child(ren) for COVID-19 symptoms and to
keep them home even if they are only mildly symptomatic. We will strictly enforce this in
the next two weeks. As always, if you have a question about symptoms please call the
school principal and/or nurse to discuss in advance of student return.

I appreciate everyone’s support as we continue to persevere through this challenge. I
am especially thankful to our teachers and staff who continue to adjust their personal
lives to minimize the risk of covid so they increase their chances of staying healthy to
teach our students. In our partnership please be supportive of best practices with your
family outside of school. When we all work together we do so in respect and honor of
the children we serve and care for.

Sincerely,
Craig Benes
Superintendent

https://northshoreclinical.jotform.com/212996397966985
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

